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11 Kislev, 5776 – November 23, 2016 
 
Mazel Tov on your upcoming marriage! 
 
Family Law in Canada differs in several respects from Family Law in the U.S. For a 
number of reasons, the standard RCA Prenup will not be upheld in Canadian courts. The 
strong consensus of a large group of Halachic and legal experts, who have studied this 
extensively, is that this document, RCA Agreement of Mutual Respect, is the strongest 
document possible in Canada. This Agreement, which does not have a financial 
component, and is based on the position of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe, Even 
HaEzer 4:107) and many others, is stronger in Canada than it would be in the U.S. 
because of several Canadian court decisions. Every Jewish couple in Canada is strongly 
urged to have this document in place. The reason Beth Din of America is named in this 
document and not the Beth Din in Montreal or Toronto, is to cover those couples living 
outside these two cities, and to cover the possibility of the couple moving to a different 
place in the future. The standard procedure of the RCA will be to refer each case to the 
local (or closest) Beth Din. 
 
Instructions 
1. Do not change any language of this document. It is written very carefully and 
even the slightest change could reduce its effectiveness. 
2. As indicated in the document, the couple must receive the document well in 
advance of signing it, in order to review it with their own Halachic and legal advisors. 
The couple must sign this document, with two Kosher witnesses who also sign, well in 
advance of the day of the wedding. 
3. We strongly advise and urge that every couple also complete the standard RCA 
Prenup, just in case they move outside of Canada (Israel, USA, etc.) in the future. Please 
note, the standard RCA Prenup must be notarized (in Ontario by a Notary Public, in 
Quebec by a Commissioner of Oaths), as indicated in its instructions. 
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4. Sign two copies of both documents. The man and the woman should each keep 
their own set of original documents in a safe place. Also, a copy of both signed 
documents should be given to both your rabbi and the Beth Din of America office. 
 
Signing these documents represents a pledge made by a couple to respect each other and 
treat each other properly even if, Chas V’Shalom, things are not going well. All of us pray 
this will never be needed. But in the life of every marriage, there are bumps. The health of 
a marriage is judged not on its smoothest day, but on its bumpiest day. Before the 
marriage begins, when the couple is in love and making joyous plans for their relationship 
and the home they will build together, is the perfect time to commit to Shalom Bayit 
(mutual harmony and respect) under all circumstances. 
 
For more information, or questions about any aspect of this - including how to most 
effectively use these documents if, Chas V’Shalom, it becomes necessary - you can 
contact me, Rabbi Michael Whitman (rabbi@adath.ca). I am also willing to facilitate the 
signing of these documents for any Jewish couple at no charge. 
 

 


